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STATEMENT OF DR. CORUS RANDOLPH 

1. I am a Licensed TTidcpendent Clinical Socid Worker in the Disttici of Columbui and 
have been aiiice 1 9B9. As such, I am permitted to dio^iose and neat p^chologieal 
disorden ^vhfaout supetvisioiL 

2. I have a Masters degree ill social wodc and FluD with a focus on social vraik. Hie 
course work for both degrees included iosmiction in the diagnosu aod veaxmem of 
psychological disonten including PTSD. 

3. Over the years I have anended aeminars in which ihe diagnosis aod tKatmeai of PTSD 
has been addiessed. The most lecent seminar was at Oeorge Wishington Univereiiy in 
2008, the rcseaich Ibr xvtaicb was sponsored by ibe OflQcc of Crime Vktims of ihe U.S. 
OepaEtment of Justice. 

4. 1 keep conent with die academic liietatuK in the field of (he dtagnosis and treatment 
ofpsychological disorders including PTSD. I pay attention to PTSD issues since this is 
an area of particular iaierest to m«. 

5. In 2003 1 taught a clan ai Catholic Umversi^ in the Masters prpgram for social work. 
I taught cognitive and behavioral tiierapy and social functioning, this included material 
on PTSD. 

6. I have been diagnosing and treating patients for psychological disorders siiicel995. [ 
have treated many patients with J>TSO, I would estimate die oumher to he in the 
hundreds at this point. 

7. I have perfOTined assessments for children in foster case on behalf of D.C. agencies. 
This work has indudcd diagnostic psychological assessments along wjtb providing 
mental status infbnnadon to Superior Coun. 


I SWEAR AND AFFIRM THAT THE FOREOOINO JS TRUE, ACCURATE 
AND COMPLETE. 



Dr.Corlis 


Date 
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lhccvcnin{>orJiinuui> 15,2006, 

On this dale, five juveniles, Mikelle and Mikcsha UasscU, Shaneku 1 Jarison, UKoisha 
I'arlker and Tcnvncc I ajOii wen: in a vehicle owned by the HajwcU sisters' mother I X)uisc lliornc, 
Mikelle liasscl was the operator of ilie vehicle. On Valley Avenue, S.i:, near its iolenJcetion with 
Aliamic Sinxi. S.lv. the vehicle in which the juveniles wen; riding - after being followed for 
MHiie pcriwl ol'UnK by a pi>licc units- was lorced to slop. Wlwl then transpired is (he subject of 
varying versions by some of those involved. 

Aceording lo the Coinplaiiit filed in the nuitler the I'laiiUilVs contend that a police vehicle 
followed ihein lor ten to twenty minutes, al one time flashing a spotlight into their car. A police 
ear then pulled in Ironl of their ear and bhKked il from proceeding any lurther. One tjlTicer. with 
his .service weapon in his hand approached the driver's door, grabbed Mikelle IJasseU by the 
neck, pulling her to the ground. Another olTicer then pulled UKeisha Paricer from the vehicle, 
threw her to the ground, and knelt on her back and hiindcuiVed her. Shaneka Harrison was 
treated similarly by a third oUiccr. Makisha Ba.s.selt was thrown against the ear, handeulTed and 
put in a p<iliee vehicle. Terrence l-ighl was rorcerully removed rn>m the ciir and handeulTed. 
Ihe juveniles were kept at the scene lor appro,\iniate!y one hall" hour, then released lo the custody 
of a relative. Mikelle Ha.sseU was given a IralTlc citation. 

In the inromiati<m received from your olllce, there is jin Twcnt Chronology for l/l.'J/Or* 
<.iv;ited by the Metropolitan l'*>tiee Department. II indicates thai al ^i:51 pm., oii that date, an 
event wiis created lor 200 Valley Avenue. S.K. Some thirty-seven minutes later, police unit 
7041 recpiesied numbers for a stop/lVisk. Sometime laler, al 1 :01 a.m. *»ii Jantiary \(\ a imil 
idcntilied as l<t)bbery 2, als4> referred lo thi.s incident a.s a slop/frisk and requested numbers. 

Iheiv is :i seet«ul documenl t>f Ilie actual radio irausmissions which indicates that unit 
7401 was manned by Ollleer Neil R. McAllister, 'fhis iraascripl rellecls McAllister staling that 
around «;:56 p.m. he was in the 200 block of Valley Avenue S.I'. "Assisting a robbery unit on a 
sU)p.'* I'uilher. Ik indicates the slop was ''on all sides, mostly females" and that lhey(the police) 
wen: ok. l-urihcr in this transcript il indicates an Ollker TeaKsic) was in robbeiy unit 10$. The 
transcript al 10:14 pn» indicates thai the unit with McAllisler was slill on Valley Avenue S.K. 
and he requested numbers for a stop and frisk and received them Jrom the dispatcher. There is 
al.M) a tmmc violation notice for Mikelle B;Ls.sett. prepared by Ofneer Raxter McOrcw. 
Addiiionally, there are some handwrilten uoles t>llhc names t>rthe driver and pa.ssenger made by 
Onicer Mc<}rew- 


'Ihis is the extent of any contemporaneous information reganling this event. Over a year 
later, in response lo the civil litigation instituted by the Plaintiir.s, there were answers Lo 
inlem)t.alories by < )nieer ( )rlandi> 'feel, Neil K. McAllister and < )riieer lia.Mer McCirew. 

In OITiccr 'feel's answer, he states tlial on Ihe dale in question, he was in an unmarked 
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vehicle at I'irsl and Martin Lulhcr Kinj; Jn Avenue SJ{*. when he observed lwt> individuals in a 
vehicle \*en* lUil wcarinji seal hells and alleiuplcd U> stop ihem utili/.ini; :i blue Hashin}* dish 
lii;»ht. I le rcpoas Ihcy v/ould noi slop, and he followed Iheiii onto 4"* Slrcel S.li, and eoniinued 
(hnniph several intcrscelions, passing a stop sign at 4*** and Wayne S-R.. Al 4*'' and Valley 
Avenues S.i;. Olllcer MeAllisicr tried U> pull then) over without sueoess* When finally stopped 
he reports a female in the baek seal was hyslerieul, 'I'eel ihen slates ihat he left before the mailer 
was conipleled "hiH^iiuse the *>ther iHllecrs were earrying out the aetual stop.** I Ic also reported 
Ihe baek seat passenger who he described as being hyslerieal and Identified as the sister of the 
<lriver. was handcufied. Mnally. he ivporLs he made no report or notes regarding the incident. 

In Officer McAllister's answers, he states he and his partner, Ofiicer McCiiew were in a 
marked police tutiu on Martin I. other King, Jr„ Avenue S.I*, when he observed Officer TeeL with 
his blue dash light engaged, was attempting U) stop a vehicle. The vehicle would not slt>p, and 
he began to assist O Ulcer TeeL OITicer McAllister reports the vehicle continued on Valley 
Avenue until ils p;iili was obstnicled by tralVie and was lorced to halt, lie slates he approached 
ihc driver's side of the vehicle and opened the door. He stales the driver was screaming and that 
she resisted his elTorts to remove her rn)m the c;ir, 1 le sUiles he assisted her out of the car, 
handculVcil lier and sat her on the curb, *f lien either he, or his partner, O Ulcer Mc( Jrew made a 
warrant check that was negative, I \c then l(K)k the handculVs off the driver. He stales he 
et>nt;ielei! the owner of the vehicle, who was the driver's mother, who then came U) the scene and 
ihe vehicle and Ihe occupants were released to her. I le further indicates that a tralllc ticket was 
issued for^'faiUire to yield to a iniiTlc conirol device. Officer McAllister made no reports or 
MOlesoflhe incldeni 

In O nicer MeCJrew's answers, he reports thai while riding wilh O Ulcer McAllisler, he 
observed the plaintilVs vehicle run a sU)p sign and repeatedly refuse lo stop for onicer TecK To 
assisi onicer Tecl Ihey followed ihc car until it was slopped by traffic. I le slates he wenl lo the 
passenger side i^flhe veltiele where he removed the Ironl seal passciigcr and another passenger 
rrt>m the baek scat of ihe aulo. lie then wenl U) direct LraHlc, and later returned to write down the 
names and adda^sses of the occnpanls of ihe vehicle. 1 le tlien reports he conlaeled the owner of 
Ihe vehicle, tlie Miuher oflhe driver, who informed him she had not given her pern^vission to 
drive the can 1 Ic then repoas ihal Ihc vehicle and its passengers were released to the owner upon 
lier arrival I le sl:iies Ik- dt>es nol k!u>w il any of the pei-sons in the vehicle were handculTed, Hie 
only documents he created were the notes as lo identities of the persons in the car and the tratllc 
cilalion he wrtile for failure tt» yield lo a Imnic conirol device. 

1 have reviewed the tmlTic citation issued by Ofllccr McGrcw on this occasion. The 
eharrv on Ihe lickel is for "Violating Rest rici ion of learners permit " The boxes for seat belt 
regulation, p;iss red light and pass sU>p sign are nol checked, 

Yiiu h;ive related lo nie st>me of the lufornudlon ohlaineil in tlie depositions of these three 
olllcers and also of OlTieer (lei)rge Robinson that were taken on March 14, 2007. In Ofilcer 
MeCrews deposition, he rep*)rts observing the aulo that was being pursued by OHiccr 'feel drive 
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past two rod liyhis and two slops sit^ns. He otecrved one occupant of the vehicle in handcullcs 
tH-ini'. put lit n police cniiscr. 1 Ic ohscrvwl nnotUcr occupiint hiindculTcd and pUiccU in :i (runspt>it 
vehicle. In Olliccr McAUislcr's deposilion he wp<»rtcd seeing Uw vehicle pass stop signs prior 
lo heinf. sloppctl hy immc. Olllecr Icel. in his deposition sialcs he only observed the vehicle go 
(hrou>>h t)nc sitip siji^n. 

A dcptwiJion w:»s -Mao t;ikcn I'rom an OlTiccr C Jcor},\e Robinson, wlw reported he observed 
IccPs unmarked cruiser and McAUislcfs marked unit jjoinj;. in opposite direction Irom him, and 
thai he then joined in the pursuit. I Ic .stales Ihiit all the occupanLs of the vehicle were handculTed 
and thai lUc driver oi* the vehicle appeared inilc, 

l)uicu.<«sion and Analysis 

R:iscd on Olliccr Tecrs representation, both in his Answers lo Inlcrrogatorics and his 
ilciTosiiion. the lriw.'vrin}.«. event was his observation that neither the driver or Ironi seat passent.>.er 
were wearini4 seal bells. It is undisputed that Ollker 'I'eel was, at thai lime, operating an 
unmarked p<»lice unit. I le then proceeded to attempt to make a traffic stop uiili'/.ing his blue 
ilash lij.'.lu. When this etVort was ij-iiored by the driver ollhe vehicle, he continued to pursue this 
vehicle, and w:is joined in this elTort by Olllcers McAUi.stcr. McGrcwand Robinson. The 
pursneil auto then proceeded stMiie distance, and dependint'. on various versions pa.sscd .several 
red litihts and stop sij-ns be lore bcint- hailed by iralTic. Once stopped , all ihe occupants were 
removed from the vehicle, some <ir all we handeulTed and then detained until turned over lo an 
.uluU relaiive of the driver. Tlie cimieniporaneous police rep*>rts reviewed, the ("hronology. 
tran.scripL and Iralllc cilaiion, make no mention ofa police pursuit. There is documentation that 
McAllister inlbnned the p*)liee dispatcher that he was assistinii a robbery unit and iVHiuestcd 
eoriirol numbers I'or a "Slop/I-" ri.sk" situation. 

Dealing' llrst with the pursuit situation. The naliimal police standards require police 
agencies lo have directives/lrainini* as to when. how. and who may engage in pur^iuit of vehicles 
reliisinj.'. lo slop lor pt>Iiee olllcers. The MeiropoHtan Police Department has such an order 301 .3 
lilled ( >peratlon of limerijeMcy Vehicles, l-'rcsh I'ursuil and VehicuUtr Pursuits. In this order, 
members operating unmarked sedans mu.st discontinue pursuit once marked units have joined the 
pursuit. Ihe tirdcr alst) dircels thai "Members ar**rriithibj.t.cd_0>.r.injpi.M.CJ.«'J.niLSLvMC^^^^ 
n urnosc of effecting a traffic stnn."f emnhasis supplied). 'I'he order al.so requires noitHcation of 
the p<»liee dispatcher lo .so Ihaf the pursuit may be monitored and supcrvis<irs can deicrmine 
wlictiier (he pursuit ean he continued. 

Tuniiii}'. uexl to the *Stup/I'risk' portion tifthis event. National Police Standards require 
slop and Iri-sks. i.e. ihose events based on "reasonable suspicion" he documenled. The 
Metmpolitan Police IX^partment has a Clcncral Order on this subject and requires a report be 
made *»re:ich such ;iclivity. 

I'inaUy. Ihe I Ise t>ri'oree will be di.scus.sed. Police Olllcers are authori/ed lo use force to 
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Ll to p««nl the »c»pc of a pc«on to be »m«i«<l. The ttemct "^ ?°^^"^I*S'^. 
KeeulaflMB ibkJ ilK Metropolitan Police Depatinem to iB Oemaal OricTS hj« 

S^^^*S^ s««b«i.s.nS<h»«ofnee« stoU only ««t^ 

necessaty 1» elTcc. an a«ea and that the use of force be ^"""^^^^^^^ ^"" 
of hando^ are oaially tearietod to peiwms ui«Jcf Biea ot sulaect to amv ««^^ 

STerime or acdL of the individual .jives the officer reason U. beheve his safeQ- r«v^ 
ihis action lo be taken. 

The DurtK*sc for the contemporaneous dtKumcnting of police pursuits. Mop and fiisk 

tSon, both civilian and police officers. For example in this «^"- *«^ f.^ ^ .reel) 
contemporaneous report* that document any reason for what the officers CM«;Alh^-nd n^^ 
cuLiftSfasastoprdfnsksituation. ^^'^^^^^'f^^^V^'t^Z'^'" 
place or that any investigation was made regarding ^»»- f ^^Sh^t Ac offiTe^^ the scene 
documentation as lo^f investigation into- to the use ot iorcc uiilwcd by the officers 

■ 

PreliminaTy Opinions 

U is mv opinion thai the vehicle puouii by the ofllcers was contrary to both «^o'«;»^*i 
local poliieZXT No reasonable, ^^ 

U is my opinion that if the custodial taking of the four individuals was a *toP and fiisk 
situation, ^^w^s not in conformity with national and local police standards for such activity. No 
nrasonablc, trained police oftlcer could believe this to be proper. 

II is my opinion that the arrest of ihe lour Individuals was without a..y probable cause. 
No reasonable, u^ned police officer could believe this lo be proper. 

U -IS my opinion that the use of force against Mikelle Basscn,Makishu Bassett Ukeisha 
Parker, Shaneka Harrison and Tenance Light was cKcessive ^d contmy to naUona^and local 
police standards. No nrasonuble, trained police oiTicer could bcUeve this lo be proper. 


Subniitlcd 



Consultant 


Attachnienut: As noicd in this report. 


